
RAF Cosford, 17 & 18 July 2010 by Greg Hall 

My latest air show was the Large Model !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǘ the RAF airfield at Cosford. This one is promoted 

as the largest model aircraft show in the UK. From my trip to ²ƛƴƎǎ ΨƴΩ ²ƘŜels I knew what to expect but I 

was still very impressed by the size of it and the extremely high standard of the models. The event is up in 

the midlands, northwest of Birmingham, so ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩƳ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ about 3 ½ hours of travel was 

required to get there but still well worth the trip. ThereΩǎ an aircraft museum at the airfield so I decided to 

stay in the area and make a weekend of it. 

Once again there were a lot of trade stands which in this instance extended for the whole length of the 

strip. There were even amusement rides to keep the kids entertained. There were about 110 pilots and 

over 200 aircraft. The weather was quite average both days with scattered showers for most of Saturday 

and the wind was probably 15-20 knots and even stronger on the Sunday. 

There was a large variety of planes from early 

WWI to modern scale jets. The flying was 

well organised with a continuous display. 

A group of a dozen 1/3 scale WWI planes 

which they called the Dawn Patrol put on a 

good display. They all flew simultaneously 

which was a sight but due to the high winds 

landing and take off was very hazardous for 

them. I saw 4 nose over on landing on the 

Saturday and with the higher wind on Sunday 



several were damaged and flying for them was later cancelled. Although they flew well it was apparent on 

take off and landing tƘŀǘ ²²L ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƛƴŘ, ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛǇΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

Some people had 20 litre jerry cans and car fuel 

pumps to fuel their planes. 

 

Avro Vulcan and Handley Page Victor flew 

simultaneously and put on a good show.  

50% Miles Magister 



33% Spitfire and 50% Golden Eagle  

 

 

             50% Bristol Bulldog 

 

Comet 

 



Sea Fury and 1/5 scale Lockheed T-33Σ млуέ 

WS 

 

 

 

 

 

tȅƭƻƴ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ мл DŜŜ .ŜŜΩǎΦ One hit a 

pylon and lost its tail. 

 

  



A glider put on an impressive aerobatic display doing several loops and rolls before landing. It was 

towed up to 3000ft by a Chipmunk. IΩǾŜ put a short movie on Youtube for those that may be 

interested. The quality is not the best but it gives you an idea of the capability of the pilot particularly 

when you see how close to the ground he was looping it but the pilot was an RAF instructor so 

probably an easy routine for him. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdgi1056VuA 

 

 

 

50% Decathlon 

 

These two put on a good display and so did the wing walkers which were fully controlled doing waves, 

kicks and even handstands. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

A sample of what was offered for sale. 

   

 

 

  



On Sunday morning I visited the museum. LǘΩǎ comprised of 4 large hangers, test aircraft (mainly jets of the 

мфрлΩǎύ, war planes, the Cold War and training aircraft.  

Avro Vulcan         Catalina 

 

Meteor F8 (Prone) designed to evaluate the benefits 

of coping with the effects of gravity by piloting an 

aircraft lying down. Although feasible the 

operational benefits did not justify the need and the 

effects of gravity were soon overcome with special 

flying suits resulting in the project being scrapped. 

 

 

 

They had a Flying Flea on display. I thought these 

were an easy to fly home build aircraft but I was 

surprised to find out they were little death traps. The 

design came out in 1935 and with a low build cost of 

only £75 pounds there were about 500 being built. 

After several fatal crashes their flying characteristics 

were investigated and wind tunnel testing revealed 

an aerodynamic flaw that could result in an 

uncontrollable and ever steepening dive. They were 

banned by the Air Ministry in 1937.  Perhaps not 

such a problem in a model? 

 


