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A very quiet month so little to report except that there has been excellent 
flying weather for those who have taken advantage. Unfortunately this is 
but a small number.

Phil Hubbard at the request of some members has agreed to extend the 
small wheel runway by five meters to the North. This will give extra length 
for the take off of larger models and jets in particular. It may be extended 
further if considered necessary.

Nils Powell (CFI) along with the collaboration of Sue Venn (Graphics) have created a simple 
brochure regarding ‘Working with Children’ This will be made available to parents of prospective 
new young members. A screen shot of the brochure is in this Newsletter. 

The clean up of Kelly Field by our baling contractor has been completed. I am advised that she will 
continue throughout the year to keep things tidy and will bale at the end of this year if the grass is 
suitable.

As we are still coping with Covid, please use masks when in close contact with others, practice 
distancing and sanitise your hands frequently.

Happy and safe Covid free flying,

Barry



   Editor’s  Notes
At last, after 12 months, Chris has finally finished his complicated model 
of the Howard DGA3 ! You may remember I put some details about it in 
the January issue of Torque Back last year. Now after all his work he is 
gathering courage to launch it on its maiden flight...at which he will get it 
photographed for posterity.
 
It has been an enjoyable challenge for him even though he did rather tire 
of it when the end was finally in sight. I have never seen so many pieces 
put into a model - and in such a complicated fashion. 

I am now begging him to have a few months sebatical from modelling 
as there is no more room on the walls of our garage to hang any more! 
A good opportunity to tidy up and reorganize his workshop?

Sue     
Maybe Chris should read this wonderful old book found by Charlie!
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Damian showing his 3D printer to two interested (but ignorant in Chris’s case) members, 
Charlie Conner and Chris Venn.    Amazing technology!        
see Damian’s latest model on pages 3 & 4.



  Torque Back      Feb 2022                                                                                                                                                    3

 In the light of current legal requirements 
when interacting with children, Nils Powell 
has put together a special brochure to be 
offered to the families of younger people who 
may be interested in becoming members.

New  Brochures
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Photos  from  Kelly  Field  over  the  last  month
Taken by Peter Ralph

Damian Blackwell’s latest 3D printed 
model.

A 3DLabPrint WACO, 1400mm wingspan, 
printed in PolyAir 1.0, 5055- 410KV 
motor, 100amp esc running 6S and 
15 x 6 propeller. 

The pilot is printed in PolyLite LW, tyres 
printed in Varioshore TPU 70.

All up flying weight with battery 3200g.
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Damian’s latest 3D printed 
model in flight ...
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Nils with two prospective 
members who visited in 
mid January.

Kevin Hckey and his son 
Liam. 

Kevin was a member
many years ago.

Kevin with his DeHavilland 
Beaver (Canada).
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R - Glenn’ Pearce’s Spitfire Mk.24 by 
Durafly.  Wingspan 1100mm.

L - The Hickey’s Hawker Hurricane. 
The camoflage on the Hurricane proved 
to be very effective on the cloudy day!!
Model was nearly lost at close range 
due to appearing as just a ‘shape’ in 
the air against the grey skyline and the 
backdrop of the hills facing the flight 
line.

Liam Hickey
and his DeHavilland 
Tiger Moth.
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Charlie Conner’s 
new toy.

An Innovations 
Cessna 170. 

‘My progression 
model from a trainer 
to an advanced 
model’ says Charlie.

Previously owned by 
Damian.
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L: A great shot 
of Peter’s Ugly 
Stick, thanks to 
Ian Gannon.

Below: Glenn 
Pearce’s Ugly 
Stick.

Drone belongs to Bill Shannon.
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Bob McCallister’s Simitar.
1975 design from RCM magazine.
Centre of gravity problems caused some 
delay but she had her succesful first flight 
on Sunday 30th January!

Below:  First flight!   Happy Bob!
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Mike Hawkins also had 
a first flight of his Hobo 
Biplane on Sunday 30th, 
with happy results.

‘I can see excitement, 
and stress, in Mike as 
his Biplane begins its 
takeoff.’ Ed
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See attached plan and article for the ‘Hobo’ biplane from RC Modeller 1966, originally 
designed for 6 channel reed rc systems of that era. My model naturally is three channel 
proportional, Rudder Elevator and Throttle and the construction has been changed from 
the original quite a bit, i.e. fabric and dope on the wings rather than balsa sheet. The 
model was a bit of a handful on the first flight as control surfaces moved way too much, 
this has now been corrected.

PS Reed equipment uses a reed switch for one control function, so 6 reeds give you three 
control surfaces i.e. 1/2 up/down, 3/4 left right,5/6 full/idle throttle no positioning in between.

Mike Hawkins.

Mike  Hawkin's 'Hobo'  Biplane
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